THE 


JUDGMENT 


OF AN 


- Anonymous Writer. 


CONCERNING 


Theſe following Pazticulars. 
[ A Law for Diſabiing a Papiſt to Inherit the 


Crows. 


Il. The Execution of Penal Laws again, Pro- 


. feſtant Diſſcnters. 
Ill. A Bill of Comprehenſton: 


All Briefly Dilcuſſed _ 
1n a Letter ſent from beyond the Seas ts a Diſſenter, 


ten Tears ago. 


The Second Edition. 


ZON DA, 
Printed by T. B. for Robert Clavel, and are to 


be ſold by Randolph Taylor near Stationers 
Hall, MDCLXXXIV. 


$ 
2 "— * Re : | 4 n 2 , 
—— ks. ca "4. gs aan , 5. al oe Pre” 19%; Ie. a; ” ot "7: 0 Rene & ; Dn 1 +. x EN 
X ow RN "Rab. £4 > by - LT? 1 p I > a Ee. - _— pelannh 048 . 1 WT we 
_ a}, Ws, SG ths as & ets 


0m Fr?» itn. 88 beg 


o 
a 
. 

E 


— — — _— —_ pres, P ah : 2)» Wha J : * *z - 
- - = jt . « _ 


> mere 


I. <. og ; —_— a” OR. > hes l es 2 _ 
. we - VE EY |! na ; "I he , 2 
& ' - ” 1 , » x oi TY . _ 
wankian "* *” oO —_ of - © IL"  e.. _ co 
"IVE # , % - 0" EN K 24 
bt "4 LEY 4 "Y q el yt an ms x M P : a þ 
none Ys "= No af Ry"; $a vated ” ' . - W . + c , wv ney " " R , 
— S * . a pr Mu Wag 
, p P. F wn Av " —_ CO _ 
_ ..4 . Wa > Ti 
LM 4 6 i won , - _ 
* " X h! ba my 
el woes =p 


OOO 
PT atvv RIA #. £4 ee IS 44 
© Vardi wry Ang roger . — «we AL dren, 


OO yy Adina Las - 
- P 2th 
7 0000 UMBRIA owe Gabor 


Ik. ov en es "of "OY ads a 
bed te ei reap Ae” es 1. toons id 


Mirip 
.. £4%,c0vn; find WR/r Ih. bal-ea. cane - BOP dont, At. ment " . - s - p AI ITE.D. AST s X ed Ae pee NES.. 
% 


Ska Rn 9m YA IB Is 4p 2299 ex Ro 


T H ® 


Bookſ eller I 


To TR 


READER. 

YHIS Little Book was firſt Printed in the 
Year 1674. Who the Author of it was, I 

cannot tell, nor dare I preſume to conjetture. 

When it came out firſt it was received as the laſt thing 
that was written by a Late Learned and Right Ho- 
nourable Author, who was in France at that time, 
and ſince hath been cited , as if it bad been his, and 
I was ſo carried away with the common Opinion , that 
I was almoſt perſwaded to print it under his Name , 
eſpecially having heard , that the Late Firebrand of 
the Nation, "The Earl of Shaftsbury always took 
it for his : But as I was ready to put it to the Prels, a 
Gentleman, to- whom 1 communicated my Deſron, did 

aſſure me he was not the Author of it , but another 
Perſon ; but becauſe 1 cannot ſpeak upon Aſſurance, for 

| pas 


2 fear 


The Bookseller to the Reader. 


fear of ' miſtake, I'will not ſo much as hint to the Rea- 
- der, whom I think him to be. 1 was perſwaded by a 
Learned Gentleman , as ignorant of the Author as 
" my ſelf, togive it a New Impreſfiion ; and by this 
' ſmall Pamphlet, which came out ſo long ſmce,the Re- 
pablican Party might have ſeen,that there were good 
Men in the NATION, who would not (it idle, and ſee 
them run down the Government : For if a Loyal 
Subject at fuch @ diſtance did Ten years ſmce tefind 
the Succeſſion, when it was but lightly attack d, it was 
eaſie to foreſee , that there would be great Numbers to 
defend it,both with their Pens and Swords, when it 
came to be ſo powerfully oppoſed, God Almighty 
bs praiſed for giving the KING the Victory over }_ 
. the Enemies of the Monarchy, and give his Loyal 
SubjeCts Grace to walk worthy of the ſame, Amen. 


Robert Clayel. 


(1) 


A LETTER ſent from beyond the 
| Seas to a Noted Diſſenter. 


Deay Couſin, 

Was very glad to receive your Letters, but very 
ſorry to find by them, that you are till {o ex- 
treamly deſirous of Zuzovations In a Government (0 
well Eſtabliſhed, as that is under which you live. I 
perceive you are more zealous then ir becomes a good 
Subject, or a good Chriſtian to be, for carrying on 
a Proje& of the Earl of Shaftsbury , as Unreaſona- 
ble as New; viz. Thatof Otſabling a Papilt to 
Jnherit the Crown. For doubtleſs that propoſal 
was firſt made, and afterwards promoted by him, 
the laſt Sef/rozs of Parliament, not out of true Love 
to the Reformed Religion , bur ont of Spzre and Re- 
verge to the D. of 7--- Who, were he not only Pa- 
piſt, but Heathen or Mahumetan (which I think is 
not much worſe) would certainly have as good a 
Title to his Crown, and all his Temporal Rz9hrs, as 
if he were the moſt Orthodox and Holy Chriſtian in 
the World. And I am perſwaded, that my zealous 
Lord Choſe would not b2 willing that the King and 
Parliament ſhould make a particular Act, to diſable 
his own Poſterity , to Inherit the great Eitate he 
hath got, if they ſhould turn Papiſts or 4th i/ts, as 
others have done betore them, We all know what 
miſchief in the World, that Damnable Dxrxrine has 
made , That Temporal Ughts and Tnhe- 
ritznces dopend upon DatntiÞip av Co 
nd. 


2) : 
And if it be clear from Scripture (as nothing 1s more 
. - clear) thata wn ought not to loſe his Crown , for 
not being a Chriſtian, or for renouncing the Chri. 
ſtian Religion as Fulian did ; then it is plain , that 
neither the Duke nor any other Prixce ought to be 
debarred from the Crown, which 1s the greateſt 
and moſt ſacred of Temporal Rights, for nor being 
Proteſtants ; or which is more , for renouncing the. 

Chrilt.an Religion. 

_ AndIam heartily glad,thatGod gave the Fathers of 
the Engliſh Church the Grace and Courage to defend 
herDoctrine,in oppoſing that Unreaſonablezand truly 
Romiſh Propolal of my Lord Choſe ; which if they 
had approved , and defended after it was propoſec, 
they had iruly acted ia that like Prelats Popiſhly afs 
fected, and really ſhewed themſelves to be whatc 
_- their Adverſariecs would fain periwade the World, 
they arc. For *tis the Romiſh Church, and her Do. - 
Ctors, which maintain, That Kings Excommunicated, 
or Heretick Xings, or (which is all one) that Kings 
that renounce the Apoſtolick Faith, ought to be D-prived 
«nd Depoſed, But 'tis the Church of Zzglani that 
maintains the contradiction of that Unſcriptural , 
Unevangelical Prixciple ; and thinks her ſelfas much 
_ obliged to ſubmit her ſelf to a Heathen, Atheiſtical, 
' Feretical, or Popiſh Prince, where ſhe can, as toan 
Orthodox King ; and where ſhe cannot, ſhe thinks 
her- ſelf obliged to ſuffer, as her $1viowr, like a 
Lamb brought to the ſlaughter ; and dares pretend 
to take up no Arms but thole of the Primitive Chri- 
ſiians (Whole true Copy the ts) 7ears , Arguments 
_ and Pray:rs, I fay, it is the Church of Zzlard, 
- —_ that 


C31 
| that is of this Judgment, and neiehker the Church of 
Rome, nor the Kirk of Scotland ; both of which 
have aQtually Zxccmmunicated and D p ſed Lawful 
and Ripghtful Princes, under the Notion ot being 2-- 
r:ticks, and Enemies to Chrifts Kingdom ; forgetting 
both alike the Prccepts and Examples of our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles, on which the Church of England 
hath grounded the contrary DoQrine, as well as on 


right reaſon. 


Our Saviour, though Gcd rendred unto the Hea- 
then Ceſar the things that were Czſ/ar's; he owned 
his Tight to the Empire, both by word and deed, 
although he were 'but the adopted Succeſſor of the 
_ preateit Uſurper that ever was in the World. Nay 
firdere, he owned and ſubmitted ro the pro- 
curatory Power of P:/ats, who acted but by Commil- 
ion from the Emperour 7iberirs ; who (if there be 
any truth in the Character of 7ac:/rws) was one of 
the greateſt Tyrarits , and moſt wicked men that e- 
ver the World ſaw, And as for St. Pal, there is 
no Ariicle of our R:1i910a, not even that, that Feſra 
Chriſt « th? Son of God, more clear in h:s Epiltles, 
than that Fury Sou! ſhould be ſubjedt to the Higher 
Powers ; that ne jhoula Obey, not o-ly for Wrath, but 
Conſeiencs ſake; that whoſo.ver reſiſteth , recetveth to 
bimſ-lf Darmmnaiica ; and laltly, that all the Powers 
(and when he wrote there were none but erther 

| Powers) were ordained of God, 
_ Irmvphechcre jafi.t von the Pradtice of the Apo- 
71/:s, as it 1s repreſented in their As, ana the con- 
{tant Submn ft 2 ang Snuff 7 zgs Oi the Prim tive Chri- 
#7428, as they are reported by the Eccleſiaſticil Fa- 
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thers and Hiſtorians ; bur the Scriptare it ſelf is ſuf- 
ficient to demonſtrate the truth of os Aroument , 
which the Church of £#xz/ax4 has not only eſtabliſh- 
edin her DocEtrine, but her Fathers and Sons of late, 
maintained in their Prediccs:; and which the Kirk of 
of Sco!14nd (agreeing in this and many other Poznts 
with that of Rome) did ever oppoſe, both in Word 
and Deed: And ſince that Kirk and Nation have 
been of this Opinion, we need not wonder that the 
Engliſh Diſciples of their Buchanan and Knox have 
practiſed thoſe rebellious Principles, which have fo 
debauched and corrupted the Subvjects of 'the Kings 
_ of England, as to make them be proverbially called, 
7 he Kingsof Devils : And which the Anababti/'s in 
Germany impioved into this Maxim , Z7hat Saimſhip 
was the Feundation of Soveraignty, and that the Righ- 
Feors ought fo Inherit the Earth. 

And furthermore , if Crowns ought to deſcend 
upon Proteſtants only, then it is but juſt, that the 
Eſtates of all SubjeAs whatſoever ſhould be ſo Ex- 
railed:; ndit for example, the D>—of 7—— mutt 
be cut off from his Rzzhts, for being a Roman Catho- 
lick, then let the reſt of the Papiſts loſe theirs; they 
are all alike Zdolaters, and let them all alike ſuffer. 

-And, to bring the Caſe to your own Hex/e, can you 
 1mapine that you your ſelf ought toloſe your Rizhs 
to the Z/rate you have, or may have hereafter, up- 
on that ſuppoſition , that you ſhould turn Papift ; 
which men as firmly reſolved againſt it as you have 
egrtainly done, Theſe PraQtiſes and Propoſals are 
juch, that they have left a blot on the memories of 
fome men, that ſeem more zealous than their Brees 


thren. 


" TE 
thren, And1 am glad at preſent, that the Reliprome 
Lord Choſe is the Chief Patron and Promoter of fuck 


an Unreaſonable and Romiſh D:ſizn. It is unrealona-_ 
ble to exclude a Popiſh Heir from a Crown, to which 


he derives his right from Popiſh Anceſtors, and I 
have more than ordinary realon to call it Romiſh, 
becauſe I have heard it maintained here among all 
the Prieſts 1 converſe with. 1tis a DoQtrine dearly 
beloved by the Rom1niſts: And put but the Name 
of Heretick to a Prince here, and it is juſt the ſame 
caſe, as when you call a Prince a Pap!ſt in England 
where, if there be no more than my good Lord 
Choſe that are Fautors of this Romilſh Doctrine, 
my Country 1511 a tar better caſe than | thought it 
to be. And truly this noble Projet of the late Lord 
Choſe was condemaned by all Proteſtants as ſoon as it 
touk airin Fraxce; not only for that it was an Un- 
goſpel way of Proceed:ng, and favours ſtrongly of the 
DoQrine of Rome, which they ablior, bur becauſe 
it puts their King in mind of a Projed he is very much 
inclined to, viz. Io make a like Zaw here, that 
none but a Koman Catholick ſhall ever be King, 
or bear any Offic or Z:«ſs 1n the Kingdom. And cer- 
tainly, if it ſhould ever pleaſe God, for our ſins, to 
ſuffer our Prizces to backſlide into Romtlh Jdola- 
try and Superſtition, we have nothing to do, but 
to pray , and like our Glorious Anceſtors in Queen 
Ma y's days ſuffer quietly, when we cannor flie. 
And theretore | wonder that you would {o «b!1quely 
refle& upon the Biſhops, and cenſure them for do- 
ing that, which in Honour and Duty, thev were 
bound to do, and reprelent this to their D2/2race, 
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( 6 
which all g20d and well _ Prot ſtay's mult. 
needs Commend them for, it they will be Im- 
partial. | | 
But put the caſe ſuch an Act were made, whocan 
ſee the bad conſequences thereof ? The Union of 
Great. Bri tain will be broke upon it, and War en- 
tailed upon both Kingdoms, and by the ſame reaſon, 
that nine buta Protefa;t ſhall ſucc:xd now, FaGion 
ſtill increaſing, nzne perhaps within a while, will 
be thought ht to Inherit the Crown, but a Preſby- 
' terian, &c. For you that are ule] to talk of ſ2um- 
bers and Strength, can beit ill how Numercus 
and Powertul they are that ar2 pofe!led with as firm 
a prejudice again{t the Church of Fxz/axd , as the 
Church of Rowe it felt ; denying Communion e- 
quaily with bath, and who educar- their Children 
inperfe&hatr-d of the ouc, as the genuine Dangh- 
ter of the other. 
| have wrote all this ro preſ-nt tovour view what 
perhaps 1n the hurry of Zeal; you have not had time 
Ttoconlider. And though | th.nk 't very impious and 
unreaſonable. to debar any ſuch: Prince trom the 
Crown, upon this account, yet c-uid we imagine 
the G».ernment were to be form: d again, | would 
be as Zeal us for this condition, as the greateſt 
Zealot of them all : And | am as ſorry as any other 
good Proteſtant, that it was not always one of the 
Fur damental Law's of Ea2l/ant,, though now it be 
too late to make it ſuch. 
 Y.mw tellme aif') that my Lord -———-— intends to 
come and livein Zoadon ; | ſuppoſe it may be under 
Pretencs io ſecure his Peifon trom the Papifts ; bur | 
: Will 
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| | | 
wilh 1t may not be with 4 Gen toa& over the ſame 
things, under a pretence of ſecuring the Pr reſtart, 
vw hich the Duke of Guife ated in Paris, under a 
{ceming Zeal to ſecure the P. piſh+Religion, The 
Realun that makes me fear it, 15 the contormity of 
our times in £xgland with thoſe in France, as you 
may {ce by the following account. 

The Duke, wu ho was a manof an Digh Spirit, 
and not able to bear the leaſt diſgrace, being remov-_ 
ed by Hemry iil, trom the moſt Rich and Honourable 
of his Court-Preferments , became thereupon 
Male-content; and retiring from tle Cuurt , wv hich 
he now did hate, went to live at his Hoſe 1n Pars : 
where, by many Arts, as in particular by the ſubtle 
Practiſes of the Prieſts and Jeſuits, he became in a 
{hort time the Minion of the People ; whoſe Aﬀecti- 
ons he drew off from the King , by repreſenting 
him (though a hearty Roman Cathouck) as a fa- 
vorer of the Hereticks; who under the protection 
of the Princes of the Bloud increaſed mightily in 
tis Rezge, Heallo repreſented him in particular to 
be a great tavourer of the King of Navarre, again(t 
whom he bimſelt had a particular.ill will; and whom 
the People , through the Inltigation of the Prieſts 
and Zeſuits, did periectly hate, bccaule he was a 
Proteſtant ; although he was Primi.r Prince of the 
Blood ( tor whom the French commonly have a 
great Reverence) and by Conſequence H:1r Anpa- 
Tent, or as a Friend of yours would have faid, Heir 
Preſumptive (for the King had no Child to Toherir) 
to the Crown of Frizc', Afﬀter he h:d thus mace 
the credulous People, by the help of the Prizftr and 
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: (8) 
Feſaits; zealous for the Defence of their Declining 
Religion, he drew them te League into Rebellion a- 
gainlt their lawful Soveraign , under a pretence of 
+ 6u9tBin the ſame, by removing Evil Councellors 
from his Perſon, 'and obliging him to employ his 
' Royal Power in ſuppreſſing the Proteftants;and in parti- 
cular by declaring the Heretick King of Navarreſafter- 
wards HF. IV.) uncapable of ſucceeding tothe Crown. - 
For the ſake of Peace the King was willing ſo far 
to deny himſelf as to grant the two firit , but 
could never be made ſo ftalle to the Intereſt of the 
Royal Family , as to conſent to the laſt, by chang- 
ing the order of Succeſſion to the Crown, by which 
his Anceſtors had Reigned ſo many hundred years ; 
andawhich have been ſo long eſtabliſhed, without any 
reſpe& to Religion, by the Salique or Original Laws 
of France, Herenpon the League (in Imitation , 
and after the Pattern of which the Solemn League 
and Covenant was formed) or Rebellion grew ſo 
high, as to beat the King out of Pars; where the 
Guiſaras had a defhgn to hieze upon his ſacred Per- 
ſon, ſhut him up, like King Chz:/perick, in a Mona- 
ſtery, and ſer up the ſilly old Cardinal Bonrbox, the 
King of WVavar's Uncle, toReign in his ſtead. But 
the King eſcaping from Pars , ſheltered himfelf 
in Chertires ; where to compoſe Differences, he if[u- 
ed 0ut Writs to call together the three Eſtates (whick 
much reſemble our Parliaments) at Bl-is, Thither 
the Deputies or Members repair, ſome for the King, 
butfar more for the Curſed League; and therefore 
the Guijard: finding themſelves more potent than 
tc Bopalt ts, 1:Gitcd almotit on noching elſe, bur. 
ſccuring 


(9) 

ſecuring the Roman Catholick Religion, by de- 
claring the King of Vavarre,becaulſe an Heretick,un- 
Capable. of Succeeding to the moſt Chriſtian Crown: 

You ſee Coulin, what a Parallel there is between 
thoſe times and ours ; excepting Firſt, that there 
are no Prieſts and Jeſuits to ſecond ſuch a Deſign in 
En1land, as there were in France : But to ſupply 
that DefeR there may be found men as fit in all 
points as they in Black, to ſtir up the People to 
Diſcontent and Rebellion. I mean the fame ſort 
of Perſons that Preached up the late Bloody War ; 
who really are the Baſtard-brood of the Monaſtick 
and ſeſuitical Emiſſaries, though they bear not the 
Names of their Fathers; but (like Baſtards) are 


diſowned by thoſe that begot them. The Seditious 


Priciples Preached and Printed by them in the late 
Times, are Evident Proofs of what Race they are 
come : And as a man may Travel ſo far Welt, till 
at laſt he come to the ſame Eaſtern Point from 
which he did ſet our, ſo you Coulin, and your Bre- 
thren have gone {o far from the Church of Rome, 
that you are (ſome Tl believe unawares) come thither 
again ; * AS 1s unan{werably proved by L.yſimac' 145 Ny- 
64707, larely reprinted at Oxford, in his Letter of 
Congratulation tothe Kirk. Bur Secondly, rhe Pa- 
yallel fails | in this too , That his Royal Highnels 1s 
not a declared Fogel; as the King of /Vawvarre was A 
declared Proteflant ; nor has yer openly renounced 
the Communion of the Church of E#zzl/awn4, for 
which his bleſſed Father died a Martyr. And there- 
fare of the rwo, our Englith Gr/ſards are much 
111 repreſenting his Royal High- 
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fo very conſiderable and {trong. 


| | C10 / 
nels as a Papiſt, which is ſo dillicult to Imagine 
him Serif y to be: 

But furthermore, upon ſuppolition he were a de- 
clared Papiſt, the Propo/u! of my Lord Choſe was ve- 
Ty Tidiculous, fince it did ſuppole a pullibility of 
prevailing with his Majelty to Dil nherit his Royal 


Brother, who mult needs be ſo much dearer to him, 


than the King of Navarre was to Hemry III, as he 
1s nearer in Blood. And for my own part, I cannot 


but imagine at this diltance, that his Majelty wh. 
1s a Princ: 1ncomparably wiſer and julter then was 
Henry Ill. of France, mult needs diſdain and abhor 
 {ſucha Propoſal, which, were it Enacted, it would 


enervate the Laws of Succeſſhon by which H- and 
His Antejtors have hitherto Reigned , and give a 
reater Blow to the Engliſh Monarchy, than thar 
which cur off /Z:s Royal Fathers Fead, 
I have here forborn to give you an Account of the 


Tragical End of the Duke of Gui/e, which is a Leſ- 


{on well worth your Learning, and may teach all 
P rſons, fo dilpoled as he was, how unſale it 1s to 
provoke: Soveraign Auth5grity; lince the goounels of 
the beit of Kings, like the infinite Goodneſs of God 
himlcif, whoſe Miniſters they are, may at length 
be {o injured and afironted, as to be forced to ſhar- 
pen it ſ{=lt into Sovereign Vengeance and TJuſt:ce. Lud 
therefore Coulin, let m- adviſe you, if nut for Con- 


ſcience, yet for Wraths ſake, to have nothing, to do 


in Blowing up the Flames of Sedition : Nor let your 


Soul enter into the ſecret of my Lord ——- though 


Ii's Izter ſt among the Senators (as you write) be 


You 


Crnll 

You hkewile lorget your 1e., in mi;calling the 
Exccution 0! hs late Laws by the dious nzine of 
Perſecntion ; which it you can prore to be {uch, ac- 
cording to the Scriptural nction of Perſecution, 7 7s. 

 Inflictios of Evil for R ghtcouſn:ſs ſake, then will [ 
become your Profelyte, and forſake the Church of 
Enolind, as much as I have this Id vIatrous Chu:ich 
of Rome. 

For no man 1s perſc cuted, but either for immediate 
matters of Divine Worlbip, which concern the Firit 
Table, or with reſpect to matrers of Morality, or 
a Gaod Life, which concern the Seccnd. 

With reſpect to the Firſt ; a man rs perſecuted ei- 
ther on a negative account, . tor not worihiping a 
Falſe God, as the three Children in Daniel, or tor 
not w orihip ping the Truc ina Falle way : as St. Paul 
and the other Apoltics were periccuted by the Pha- 
Tiſees, for not worſhipping the 1rue Gud according 
to the Jewiſh manner atter it was abrogated : Or as 
our Fore iathers in Enaland, For not worſhiping 


God and our Caviour after the Romii} Rites. Or Se: 


cond y, on a politive account, For worſhipning the 


true God ina way that is true; or to exprels it yet. 


more clearly and abfſ9>Jutely Fe Your own terms , 


FO! ſcrving of Bod : as Dari } was calt inro. th - 
[yons Den, for praying to God againit the Kings 


Decree. 


With reſpect to the Second z A man is alſo perſe- 


cuted on a Negative account , - or not ding lomes 
thing, which 1« in 1ts 054 nature, or by G ds pult- 
tive command, morally evil : * e900 M dJdwires 
were atiaid to be er ſal by Pha aoh , for not 

mu ihcring 
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murtheriog the 77ebrew Infants. Orelſeona poſitive 


account, for doing ſome good moral ation, which 
ought in ſuch and ſuch circumſtances to be done : 
and thus was our bleſſed Saviour perſecuted, for o- 


pening the eyes of the blind man, and tor healing 


on the Sabbath-day. 
Now theſe diftinQtions being premiſed, tell me 


' in which of theſe caſes you are Perlecuted 2 


or, which is all one, fox what you are Conteſlo2s 
and Martyrs 2? For no man:1s perſecuted , but as 
he 1s perſecuted he is a Confellor or Martyr ; and 
by his ſufferings bears witneſs to the Truth. With 


' TeſpeCt to the Second head, you cannout ſay that you 


are perſecuted; and therefore let me ſee whether 
you are ſo with reſpe& to the firlt. And Firſt, is 

plain that you do ſuffer for not worſhiping a falſe 
God ; and *tis likewiſe as plain, that you do not ſuf- 
fer for not worſhipping the true God in a falſe way. 
For firſt, the Laws, whoſe Execution you mil-call 
Perſecution; do not puniſh you for not worſhiping 
God after our way; orif they did to prove their Ex- 


ecution to be Perſecution, you mult Firſt prove that 


the Church of Fzz/azd (wholeDoCtrine 1s down right 
again(t Idolatry and Superſtition) does worſhip God 


in an Idolatrous and Superſtitious manner ; which, 


good Coulin, you know can never be proved. 
There remains nothing then but to aſſert, That 
you are puniſhed foz ſerving God, o2 fo2 y992- 
ipping God in a way which pou are ſure 1s 
true. That you worſhip God in a true way, I ve- 
T1ly believe, and could heartily joyn with you in 0- 
ther circumſtances. But then you are not pI 
| | X Or 


( 14} | 
for worſhipping God in th ; manner ; for the ſame 
Laws yon complain of, allow you to worſhip God 
in what faſhion you pleaſe ; and not only you, but 
your Family, be it as great as it will ; and laſtly, not 
only your Family, but Five Perſons more ; Which ale 
lowance,were you the only Chriſtians in the World, 
and the Magiſtrates Heathens ; or , which your 
Friends are more likely to ſuggeſt, were they Papiſts 
or Atheiſts, is lo far from being Perſecution, that 
were you of the temper of the Primitive Chriſtians, 
you would citeem itas a great privileds, and inſtead 
of reviling, thazk the kind Magiſtrate for the ſame. 
But then it on the contrary hand you be conſidered 
(and many good Engliſh men ,, and;good Chriſtians 
cannot but conſider you) as a ſort of men that have 
formerly raiſed a moſt Unnatural Rebellion, and now 
make Schiſm in the Church, and Broyles in the 
State, the puniſhments you ſuffer and complain fo 
loudly off, will be fo far from ſeeming Perſecution 
of you as Chriſtians, that they will rather ſeem your 
juſt Deſert, as FaQtious and Turbulent SubjeQs. And 
I aſſure you, that your Brethren in France (whom 
you fallly fo call, and for whom you pretend ſo 
great reipeQ) areſo far from Judging you perſecu- 
ted, that they will not excule you ; but wonder at 
your aon-lubmiſſion to the Church, and pity your 
miſtakes, that. make you ſtand out againſt the Laws. 
They that have ſcen and examined our Engliſh Litur- 
gy, Which is Printed at Gerewva in French , cannot 
underſtand your Notion of Perſecution. And Miniftre 
Claude, the moſt famous of them all, for Piety and 
Learning, told me in the preſence of many others , 

(; (aiter 
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(14) _ 
/afrer a Diſcourſe , wherein he ſaid all for you thar 
could be ſaid) that he wondred how the Presbyrer:- 
ans in England could rend the Peace of the Church, 
For ſuch little indifferent matrers ; and that, if he 
were in Z»g2laxd, he would beof the Epiſcopal Party, 
and heartily (ſubmit himſelf to the Dr/cipline and Go- 
vernment of the Church of England. And if you would 
do ſo too, how happy a thing would this be both for 
your ſelves and the Nation £ Or ſeeing, as you pre- 
tend you cannot, yet at leaſt live Peaceably, and for- 
bear to trouble the World with compathng Sex and 
Land; thatis, by doing all that you can, like your 
Fathers the old Phariſe:s, to make Profelytes ; when 
yet you cannot ſhew any finful condition of Com- 
 Mmunion with the Church of England, nor prove your 
way of Horſbip as Apoſtolical, as that of hers; from 
which out of Pride, /ntcreft or Jynvrance, or partly 
altogether you Diſſent. I am fure this would rather 
' become the Difſenting Br threx, then to Foment Dy-. 
viſions, Raiſe Partics, betake themſelves to the wic- 
kedeſt of Mern,as of late tv-— and cry up the X;zegs 
Prercgative, which they formerly cried down; which 
with many other ſeif-contradiftions, confirms me in 
an opinion you knowl was of before, That in thoſe 
matters wherein you differ from us, you are menof 
no Frinciples, and know not where to fix. 
|  T have Enlarged upon this 7h:«» more than I 
thought to do a: firft, becauſe the Papi/?s here in Frexce 
complain as loudly as you of the cruelty of our Z#c- 
clefiaſtical Zaws ; and ery out wherever they come, 
how their Brethren have been , and {till are Perfe- 
cuted among us ; though with this difference, thar 
in 


EE > Cal h 
in diſputing ad homizem, their caſe is far more reaſo- 


nable and pleadable then yours. As for you, I pro- 


teſt, rtho' the Zaws you complain off look like hard 
Zaws, when I conlider you as free bow Subjects 
of Zzpland, yet when I conlider you as H.ed-ftroxg, 
T wrbulewt and Faittious Subjctts, T cannot but Rink 
them juitand good, and1 will w4intain that the Ex- 
ecxtion of them would not be Perſecution , altho? you 


were the only true Chriſt:ans in the FPorld. For, as 


I hinted before, you have the Liberty in your Hosſes 
to profeſs what Religiox you pleaſe, and to worſhip 
God in what manner you will : And for fear your Fe+ 
”./y ſhould not be a j-f# Congregation, you may have 
five more : But for fear you ihould do as you have 
formerly done, you are not to have five Fiundred, or 
five Zhouſand , which Liberty , not only the Primi- 
tive Chriftians, but our own AxceFors , an hundred 
he ago would have called a Bleſfing , and a Privis 


edg, and bave heartily thanked God and the Ang for 


the ſame. And Ged grant we may never ſee that rime 
in England, when truly texder Conſciences will eſteem 
ſo much Liberty as tne greateſt blefling in the Yorld. 

The good Proteſtents here in Frence, though their 
Religion is made an Obſtacle to all State-prefermezts, 
though it Diſable them to ſit in the Comrrs of Parlia- 
ments (except juft ſo many as ſervein the Chamb:r of 
Edits , to decide Comtroverſics between Proteſtants 
and Pepiſts) or to have any other Charges. of Zudrcas 
ture, Or any high Offices in the Army; though their 
Numbers are much diminiſhed, and their Intereſt 
weakened, by a Prohibition to Marry with Roman Ca- 
thol:cks, and by a Capital Law, which makes it Death 


* ro 


(16) 
to return Proteſtants after they have once turned Pa: 
pits; and though a great number of their 7emples 
have been demoliſhed (ſome under a -pretence that 
they were built ſince the Edict of Nantes, others that 
.. they were built wichout Zzcex/e, and others that they 
were built upon Holy.Ground) 1o that hereby they are 
forced in very many places to the grievos /nconveni- 
ence of going tw2, three, four or five Leagues to Church, 
if not more : And though all the Places of Srrenprh, 
where they do abound are Dewliſhed, and Cirtadels 
are Erefted to awe them in other 7owns, where they 
are Numerous; though their own particular Hoſp:- 
zals, andall other their perpetual Proviſteas for their 
Poor, are taken away, and they diſabled, either liv- 
ing or dying, to give any ſetled Maintena: ce either to 
their own Minifters or People (as to Endowe Churches, 
| Bu ld Schools, Colledges or Hoſpitals ,' &c.) nay, tho? 
they are deprived of the benetit of- other Hoſpzrals , 
provided for the-reſt of the S»bjecFs:; and although 
their Miniſters are - forbid to ſpeak againſt the Pope, 
| or to Pre:ch againſt the Rowſh Religion, with half 
that freedom and piainneſs that you dare ſpeak againſt 
- the Church of Zng/2z4; or to Preach in-any places 
but thoſe few appointed by the King , though they 
are forbidden to call the Papi/Þs in their Sermons by a- 
ny other Name but that of C:tholrcks; or to make 
mention of their Rc! gow and Ceremonies ,, without 
Reverenceand Reſpitt;, though'they are forbid to call 
themſelves P-zeſts or Pajtors, and have no other Ti- 
tie allowed them, but only Minifres de la Religion 
pretendue Reforme: ; and thoughit be Fratted, that 
their Religion ſhall be called by no other Nan:e in any 
Publick 2s, Regiſters, &c. Though they are torbid- 
EH Es 5 "Worn 
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den to bury their dead in Ca/holjick Churches,or Church. 
yards, even where the deceaſed Perſon was Patrow of 
the Church;or where his nceflors had purchaſed ÞBu- 
ry/zg:places for their Families ; Though they are for- 
bid to make any Publick Exhortations or Prayer , or 
to ſing Pſalms at their Burial : Though they are for- 
bid to Inſtruct or Condole thoſe of their own Religi- 
on in Priſons or Hoſpitals ; or to pray with them in 
a voice fo loud as to be heard by the ſtanders by, tho! 
they are forbid to make any Collettions of Mozey a- 
mong themſelyes, but ſuch as are permitted and re- 
gulated by the Edits of the King ; Though they are 
forbid to Workor open their Shops on Romiſh Holy- 
days, or to ſell Fleſh on their Faſting-days, cc. 1 fay 
the good Proteftants here in France, notwithſtanding 
all this hard dealing, areyet ſo far from complaining 
of Perſpcat'op , that they ſhew themfelves thankful 
both to God and the King, for the Liberty and Indul- 
gence they enjoy. Indeed they will complain; for the 
aforeſaid Rerſons, that their Religropis very much dil- 
couraged, and they themſelves hardly uſed: But Per- 
{ecution 1s a Notion that. they rarely think or ſpeak 
of, when they diſcourſe of their own condition, being 
very far, though not ſo far as you, froma State ot 
Martyrdom ; which conſiſts in a forcible Obligation 
to Suffer or Renounce the Truth- And therefore Cou- 
fia I beſeech you and conjure you, not to miſuſe the 
Name of Per/ecation again. It 1s a very finful way 
thus to abuſe and amuſe the Vulgar, by calling things 
by their wrong Names - and as to this particular,ho- 
neſt and knowing men will be apt to ſufpeR, that 
through the Name of Per/ cat on, you havea deſign 
rom :kc your Governours pals for Tyrants, and your 
ſelyes lor Martyrs. £7 Toa 
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. Toconclude : If this which you call Perſecution,be 


not ſuch indeed, thea I doubt not but they who Miſ: 
Cal it ſo, that is all preſumptuous or afteftedly igno- 


- Tant Schiſmaticks, without bitter . pangs of Repes- 


tance, will be perſecuted by the God of Peace himſelf 
toa {ad and endleſs eternity. 

As for the Bill of Comprehenſion , it begun ro 
be talked of,before I left my Conntry , and l have 
often diſcours'd it with many of the ProjeFors, but 


could never underſtand from them, how it was pra- 


Qticable to unite ſo many Zucompoſible Seffs , which 
agree in nothing,but their oppelition to the Church. 


_ However if the altering, or taking away of a Cere- 


mony or two would efef#sally unite the Proteſtone 
Partys , as you are pleaſcd to aſſert, I think it would 
be worth the while to do it, and that the doing of 


1t for ſoſurean end, would refle& no diſhonour upon 


the Church of Exelaxd, which acknowledgeth the 
few innocent and decent Ceremonies, which ihe hath 
ordained to be indifferent and alterable, according to 
the Exigency of times. Neither, if this were done, 


- could the Romiſb Church have the leaſt apparent rea- 


{on to reproach us for fuch a ſlight alteration me 
her own Mzſſals and Brevieries have been (ſo diverſe 
and different in ſeveral times and places;and have un- 
dergone ſo many Emendations, or rather Corrupti- 
ons, before they were eſtabliſhed in the preſentForm, 
by the Authority of Pius V. and the Decree of the 


Council of 77. ns. But unleſs this Qlteration would 


ſurely and infallibly produce this effeR, it had far ber- 

ter be let alone,and in the mean time, I would have 

all good Chriſtians wait in Peace and C_- 
x | Wit 


—- (19) i 
with the Eſtabliſhed Religion, till 4uthoriry ſhaft 
thiak tomake this Mrerationin it, that {o a poor £z- 
g:fþ Traveller would not be tauntingly asked by eye- 
ry impertinent Prieſt here , Whether he were a true 
Son of the Church, or Preſvyrerian, or Ind pendant, 
or Anab:1ptiſt,or _—_ And I aſſure you;whea they 
meet with a man that owns himſelf a true Sox of the 
Church of England, they will ſeem with great For- 
mality to pity him more than any other ; but yet 
they will never attempt to convert him. But when 
they meet with one that will own himſelf of any o- 
ther ſort , they will be pleaſed, ſmile in their Sleeves, 
and ſet upon him as a Perſ@n not far from their King- 
dom of God. And Iam perſwaded, had you ſecn or 
heard as much of their Idolatries, Blaſphemies and 
Superſtitions,as I have done in one Chriſtmas, one Zeme 
and one Z«/ter , you would be ſo far from doing the 
Church of Zzs/azdany ill Office, that you would ra- 
ther (like St. Paul after his Converſion) preach againſt 
your own Partizans, and thank Go7! that you lived 
ina Church reformed from Romiſb /dolatry and: Saper- 
fition. And I cannot but freely confels , that T am 
Gnce my 77avels become ten Times a greater Lover 
of our own Church , and: as many times a greater 
Hater and Deteſter of the Rowiſb Charch, than I was 
before, And therefore I cannot here diſſemble the 
hearty Grief I have conceived, for the great hopes 
you have, that the Licenſes (a5 you expreſs it) will 
be once more authorized by hisMajeſty,or the Decia- 
ration revived, For as itis that which at firſt was 
hammered out by a Popiſh Lord, who was the Patron 
and Idol of the Presbyterians ; lo?tis that which the 


Roman . 
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to 4.60: / 
Roman Catholicks here (eſpecially the Prieſts) do hope, 
" and wiſh for as well as you. They delire nothing more, 
than ſuch a Toleration; as that was, knowing thar 
jt muſt needs tend to the Ruine of the Church of Exe- 
| Tand, which is the principalButt of all their Envy and 
Malice ; as being the main ſupport and credit of the - 
Refozmed Religton every where,and the only hedg 
againſt Popery it ſelf in our unfortunate Britiſh ſes. 
We meet with not a few Prieſts of ſeveral Orders, 
that have the confidence (in our moſt familiar confe- 
- Tences) to tell us, that by-the juſt Judgment of God 
upon our Charch, the time of Her Razz is at Haud ; 
the Nation it felf being over-ſpread with Schiſm and 
Atheiſm, and the Hearts of the Fairhful being dil- 
poſed by the Spiritand Providence of God, to re-em- 
_.brace the Yolp Catholick Truth. And therefore 
they freely Confeſs, that this time of D:Fra#tos is 
their H:rveft ; and withal expreſs their Intentions 
and Zeal to Tranſport themſelves into Zz/azd at the 
Critical time of Toleration, that they may be Fellow- 
| laborers with your ſelves in that_Zarveft. They ſeem 
tolament as much, and complain as fait, of the pro-: 
digious increaſe of Schiſm and Atheiſm among us, as 
you are wont to do of the daily growth of ;#theri/rm 
.and Popery, And whilſt you both complain alike, 
and in the formality of your complaints, both alike 
reflet upon the Church of Z»2lazd : It is ſhe only 
that is the ſufferer, and ſhe only that truly laments 
the growth,and at the ſametime ſets up Banks to hin- 
der rhe perfe& /nunaation of all the three among us. 
As for Schiſm among Pzoteſtants, you were the 


_ firſt Fathers, and continne the chief Faurors thereof ; 
all 
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all the inferior Se#s having ſprung from you, and di- 
viding both from you and one another, under .pre- 
tence of the ſame Reaſons, for which you profels to 
divide from the Church. And tis from you, that e- 
ven the Muakering'Dett it ſelf /the dregs of Sch:/m) 
have learned to talk of 7lmination, and the Spirit : 
and the reſt of the Series; in what number "v1 
they be, differ no more from you than the ſecond, 
third, or fourth, &c. from the firſt Book of Euclid. 
Not that by this compariſon I intend, that you have 
any ſuch Principles , or Dat« among your ſelves, as 
thereare among Mathematicians, for I am very well 
aſſured , that take but any four of the Presbyterian 
Demagogues, and they can ſcarce agree among(t them- 
ſelves in any four Particulars, wherein they differ 
from the.Church of Fng/and. And therefore if you 
be not Schiſmaticks,then the Church of England, from 
which you ſeparate , and out of which you have ga- 
thered Congregations, and preach and adminiſter the 
Sacraments unto them ; I ſay, if you be not Schiſma- 
ticks, then our Church muſt be the Sch:i/rmatick,in the 
Controvertie between us; and be juſtly chargable 
with the. ſame /»d4i#meat., which ſhe hath drawn 
up againſt the Church of Rome. An Aﬀſertion, Couſin, 
which 1never knew any other Perſon, except one or 
two, beſides your ſelf, have the confidence to aver g 
and an Aſlertion, which no ProteFant here in Fraxee 
could hear us yet relate, without Horror, Impatience 
and Diſdain. And therefore,-if the Reformed Church 
of England, from which you wilfully divide, and to 
which by your Diviſions you cauſe ſo much Scandal 
abroad andEvil at home;be not a an 
tnat 
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requires ſome ſtnſut conditt- 
onsof .Communion ; in whav'a wofulconditiog will 
your unpeaceable, feditious Spirits appear before the 
God of Peace © And-how:will you arftwer that,at the 
Tribunal of his Wiſdomzand Juſtice, -whieft neither 
your Fathers, nor you coutd ever yet an{wer, torhoſe 
Inftruments:of his-Glory , Fudicious-Z#okey aad-the- 
Venerable Saderſon.s! Bur whether you are Sch:(mm 
ticks., or whether youare not;the Separations wich 
youand your Brood have made from: the Chureh, are 
the Lpperenr Cauſes: of the Gzywth of Popery ; and! 
both.your Seperations,and! your Superſtitrons: Enthuſty- 


ſnecal Kay of- Forſbippinghiat Ged, whoſe- Peopleyou 


Empliatically pretend te- be, are the true'Caufes of 


' tha abandane Atheiſm,which-at preſent makes Z-e-- 
_ !andan Aſtomifhment and a Seandal to ForertpriNart- 


ons. And-if you;or any other of the Brotherhood; 


_ think it ftrange;that I charge-yours, which istHeC:- 
pital $:tyuithEnthuſiaſm,or make-Super/Fitror, which 


ſeemeth diametrically oppoſite to Hheiſm;the Morh-r 


thereof; 1'offer, upon the Challenge; to make good 
the Charge, in-botit- particutars: But in the mean 


time, toJhew-you'. how un{afe it will be ro provoke 
me to that Trouble, I adviſe you to-readone or two 
ſhort Chapters-in the beginning:'of Mr. Sm7th's Dil[- 
courſes, concerning- theſe Diſtempers of the Soul, 
and yeau ſhall tind what T have ſaid, proved with 


more Demonſtration, than you can gainſay; and with- 


morePlainneſs and'Pcrſpicuity, thanz I anconfidenr, - 
would wiſh to ſee. | 
But beſides the' Sch5ſ-2 and Fnrthrfinſm , the Bloody 
Wars, which you formerly made in the Stare , - under: 
| Pretcnc?2 


cond 
pretence of the Glory of God,and the Reformation of 
of the R:formed Religion, have given many inconſide- 
rate men ocrafion to ſulpeQ, that all Religion, like 
that of moſt of your Zezders,is but a Poli:ick Expime 
which Mes uſc,to make themſelves Popsl/ar and Pow: 
erf#l, that they. may afterwards aQ with good colour 
whatſoever their Intereſt. ſhall ſuggeſt. And fur- 


thermore, to:con{ider, That the great Pretewd:rs of 
the Spirit, and the Po.rer of the Chriſtian Religion, 


(which with reſpe& to AZzgifrates teacheth nothing 
but toObey or ſulfer ſhould notwithſtanding Preach 
up Rebellion agaioit th2ir Rightful Punce, Fighe 
Him trom Field toField , Romove Him trom Priſon 
| £0 Priſon, and art laſt moſt barbarouſly put Him to 
Death,is ſuch an Abſurdity againſt the Principles of 
Right Reaſon, ſo repugaant to the Laws of our own 
Natian, and ſo inconfittent with the Peaceable Do- 
Arrine of the Golpel ; that , beſides the Afthbei/ts tt 
hath made,it hath,and ever will conftrain Men of ho- 
aelt Principles, and jutt Reſentmeats, to Ferſecar- you 
with Satyrs and Zxclamarions to the end of the 
World. I had not here preſented that Tragical Scene 
of the King's Murther, but that I have had ſo many 
unpleaſant Occaſions to hear Our /Varzos Reproach'd 
with the Scandal and Diſhononr of. that Inhumane 
Fat. Particularly, it was my bad Fortune robe at 
a Station in Paris s where there were met about two 
hundred Perſons, to read the Gaezezrs, at that very 
ſame time , whenthat of Zxg/axd came full charged 
with the News of Burning the Pope: in Zfigze at 
Zondon. This Feat did ac firſt ſurprize that Romss 
Catholick Concourſe of People; but after a little re- 
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colle&ion, they ceaſed to wonder , ſaying in every 
Company as we paſſed along, Jt is not ſo fttrange 


-merly MYurthered their King. And another time, 
- it was my ill luck alſoto be at the ſame place,. when * 
the Zondon Gazette brought us the News, Zhat the 

Houſe of Lyrds had taken into conſiderationthe Growth of 


A: heiſm in. our Nation : Whereupon ſome French 
Gentlemen of my acquaintance ſerioully enquired of 
me the Cauſes of ſomuch Atheiſm, amongit ſuch a 
Thinking and Solid People. I afligned the ſame Rexa- 


ſons which I have written above, beſides ſome others 


which I will not ſtand to mention, as the moſt pro- 
bable Cauſes thereof. And as I hope 1 did not milin- 
form them,ſo 1 am confident Idid notunjuſtly charge 
you in any particular, eſpecially with the Murther 


of the Bing. For there were no Acceſlaries in the - 


Murther of that Sacred Perſon ; neither was it the 


| Iaftſtroke only that. fell'd the Royal Oak, but you 


and the Independants, like the two Sacrilegious 


Prieſts of F«pzter, are equally guilty of the Crime ; 


the one for Binding the direful Victim, and the other 
for putting the Knife to his Throat. 

But to be ſhort , where I am ſo unacceptable, Ile 
conclude my Argument with a Fable. A Principal 


Sip, which for many Zears had been Sovereign of 
| the Seas, was at laſt {rraifed by a Tempeſiueus Hind, 
which the Devil raiſed , and notwithſtanding. all 


the Help that could be made to ſave her, was 


driven by the force of that Malignant. Wind , 
and ſplit upon a Rock. The very ſame Inſtant ſhe 


daſhed upon the Rock the Wind ceaſed, and being 


afcerwards curſed by the Sex-men, for the rack of 
| the 


w 
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the Royal Charles (for ſo = JPY F:ſfſel was called) 

anfwered, You Charge me moſt unjuſtly my Friends, 

tt was not, butthe Rock as you ſaw that fplit your 

Ship. The ore! of this Pareble is very Obviows; and 

if the pplicetion thereof, or any thing elſe that 1 

have written,may conduce to awaken your Conſcience, 

and reclaim you from Schifmr, 1 ſhall think my pains 

well beſtowed. But if you and your ſeditious Fre- 

thres will ſtill perſevere to aſſault the Church on one 

Hand, as faſt as the Romiſh Prieſts do undermine her 

on the oth<r, her days are like to be but few and evils 

and except God encline the Hearts of our Magiſtrates bh 
to put the Laws in Execution againſt them, and find "Rf 
{ome efeual means to-reduce you, you may live to #58 
ſee her Ruin accompliſhed , which you both/alike + hs 
deſire and expe. How numerous you are,the Ford "1.38 

| can gueſs, and if the Accounts which we receive 1 

| from the Fathers of 7zteligence of ſeveral Orders, be 
': credible; there are about three 7ho/ana of 'them , 
| which find Entertainment and Succefs within the ot 
King of Great Britain's Dominions. But in the Flt 
mean time, till her hour -1s come, ſhe ſtruggleth a- nt 
gainſt both, like her Saviour againſt the Phariſees, ' | 
whoſe true Diſciples in+ part you both are ; + #} 
they repreſenting thoſe{worn Enemies of the & ſpe, . 
by the Ca bala of their ridiculous and impious Tradi- 
tions; and you repreſenting them in their Hypocriſie, 
Pride, Envy, Evil ſpeaking , morols and cenforions 
 Diſpoſitions, &c, (which are Sins {carce conſiftent 
with Hum#nity , mach leſs with Grace) as likewife 
in obſerving many Faſts and making long: Prayers , 
with deſign not to ſerve. God; bur- to-delude-the 
Peovie, And therefore I wonder nat that you are 


{ucn.. 
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ſ oh EP EN Enemies to the Church of Enmand, 
 fince that Phariſaical ſpirit, which reigneth ſo much 
amot 3 15.2 wicked Goptaminbnrs ſpirit, that 
affects to be hon in the Head of. Parties, and Dictate 
'Aa the Ignorant ; and loves as much to Rule, 
as it-hates to Obey, , But would you. once be ſo fia- 
,FEre, as tw ſubdue your Pride, hay aſide your Prejuy- 
lice, inform your Ignorance, and-forſake your dear- 
ly beloved intereſt, for the Zruth ; it would not be 
long ere we ſhould ſee you joyn with the Charch of 
England, without troubling our Senators to bring 
 you1n with an..L# of encomprehenſ tble Comprehenſion, 
| Your Pride > a gh ing of Parties, and 
in the Pleaſure you are een to take 1n the Multi» 
tudes, char rnn after you; and in your boaſting , 
that without you the Souls of People would ſtarve tar 
want of {wpwlede, Your Prejudice is an effect of 
Four Priae, and RC it felf together with your 
ag 5 ia not ſubmitting to thoſe Invincible Rea- 
s, which you cannot As/wer: And as for your 
Intereſt, the greateſt Paradox of all, that is evident 
enough to me, who haye 1o oiten heard many of you 
glorifie your ſelves in the Number and Riches of 
your Followers , boalt of their AHfefion to your {a- 
cred Perſons, and brag of the great Sums you have 
Collected in your Congregations ;. which makes the 
King's Chapples. (as you arrogantly call your Cox- 
 vewtiales) better places than moſt of rhe Churches, 
of which De 18- Patron. And therefore never 
complain that you live either worſe, er at greater 
uncertainties than you did before, For _y your Pre- 
fewtions to OvPoy and Suffering and by other un- 
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 fowrges, but all 7 enporal Effatcs and Poſſefſions.whad- 
ſever ; and by their.vain Glorious Saxctv? Z and w-. 


hotd on 


: 


alt): that they cancably makemoſt. of them di To 


ey. Stea 


rallel between you and-rhem,and.think. what a Polis 


preach the Word gratzs like the Primitive Apaſyles.s 


' And.T proteſt to yeu, were [4-man to: be. maintain= 
ed by the Palpit, and con.ſ1 ulted my Profit more tan 
the Goodneſs of my Cauſe, T ſhduld (rake the am, 
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L1. (36) 
that you do ; I ſhould 5h be Mr. 2. than Dr. 2. 
of Plymouth ; and ſhould chule the plentiful Income 
of that' dull Zealot Dr, Marton, before that of his 
moſt Learned and Religious Succeſior of Govenr-Gar- 
dex. But though you five very well, and better in- 
deed taan molt of the Miniſters of the Church, yer 


the Miſchief of ,it is, you are uncapable of Digni- 


ties 5 which makes you ſuch Aeriexs, and upon all 


_ occaſions openeth yourThroats as wideas Sepulchres 


againſt the Biſhops and the Church. You know what 
an Hiſtory of Biſhops Mr; Pryz hath wrote,and what 
a fair Collection the Learned Smeec. hath taken out of 


him; as if when a Biſhop is defeCtive,cither in Pic. 


ty, Learning or che Skill of Government, it were 
not the deplorable anhappineſs , but the fault of the 
Church of Zxg/e#d. Should an Heathen or Mahumes 
tan, make ſuch an Hiſtorical ColleAion of Scanda- 
lJons'Chriftians, either in this, or former Ages, you 
would not be perſwaded for all that , to prefer the 
Alcoren before the Goſpel ; or the molt exalted Pa- 


ganiſm whatſoever , before the Chriſtian Religion. 


Therefore wiſe and ſober men will make no /»f:rexce 
but-chis, from ſuch a malicious enumeration of Par- 


_ticulars ; that corruptions will crezp into Govern- 


ment, notwithſtanding all the care that can be uſed 


to the contrary ; and that by the favour of Princes 


(who hear with other mens ears, and often receive 
undeſerved CheraFers of Men) ſometimes 4m:itiom, 
ſometimes /znorant, and ſometimes Slorhful, Impru- 
dent or Debauched Perſons, will be Preferred to the 
moſt Honorable Dignities in the Church. But this, as 
efren as it happens, is the miſery of the Church of 

T | Enpland 


| = 
England, which all true Church men lament; though 
the men of the ſhort Cloke take all {uch occaſions 
to expoſe her to the ſcorn of the common people whi 

judge by Sexſe,and not by Reaſon; and whoare taug't 
| by you, to make no diſtinction between the Brſbops 
and the Church, But were all her Brſb-p; the bit 
Chriftians, the belt Scholars and the beit Gorerno::; s 
inche orld, and ſhould the Roxal Yand | |+ce 
her Mytres on the Heads of none but Few >, 15: - 
 pift's, Anarews's, Hall's, Uh rs, Morton's, T a1!0r's, 


and Saxaerſox's, yet that Unchriſtian Spirir ol /: y 


and Diſcent nt, which informs the Non co f.rm;/'s 
would ſtill fly upon her with open Mouth, I k- 
| Beaſts upon the $azzts of old condemred to the - »- 
pbitheater ; and make her, as ſhe hath a'rcady be-n 
for almoſt forty years, a Spettacle to God, tr) Any: ls, 
and to Men. The wicked Lives of Scandals Þ:- 
ſhops and Prie#s, if there be any ſuch, are ber fad 
Misfortune, but cannot juſtifie the Sch;/ you are 
euilty of ; who are bound to hear even them, as 
much as the Zews were bound ta hear the $cribes and 
Phariſees thoſe Hypocrites, that ſate in Moſcss Cha:r. 
And in that deplorable ſtate of the Jewiſh Church, 
when the Pricfts and Prophets were both al.ke cor- 
rupted and called by the Holy Spirit, Dumb and gree- 
ay Dezs, yet it had been unlawful to make a l{epara- 
tion, and ſet upocther Altars 2gainſt that which Ga 
(who was their Xig) had ſet up. I cannot bor 
mind you of the Sthiſm of Feroboam , who by 0:1 1- 
ding the Church, as God was pleaſed to divice the 
Kingdom into two parts, made Zſre/ to fin Put io n- 
ſiſt 0n the Samaritan Seceſſion, and write all, r1:>r 15 

E. n.ceila;y 


neceſlary to diſcover and ”* ROM) the damnable 
Nature of Schiſm, would require as much more Pa- 
peras have beſtowed, and ſo make me as tedious a- 
gain, as, fear, I havealready been, Beſides, it would 
oblige me to an{wer Mr.Hales's Treatiſe of: Schiſm, 
with whoſe Leaves you vainly endeavour to cover 
your ſhame: And 1 had indeed a year ago underta- 
ken that eafie Task, but that a Yeſtern Gentleman, to 
whom Idiſcovered my Intentions, told me, That Mr. 
Long Prebenaary of Exeter, a Friend of his, had alrea- 
_ dy begua that good Work : ſo that I hope it is prin« 
ted by this time. And if either that or this, or any 
_ thing elſe,a thouſand times better, than Iam able to 
write, may prove etfeftual to reclaim you from Schifom; 
I ſhall be as gladzas to ſec tome other of our Friexds re- 
formed from Drunkenneſs, Swearing, and Unclean- 
neſs, which are very grievous, and dreadful Sins, 
but yet not more damnable in their Nature, nor 
more diſtrucive to the Chriſtian Religion, nor more 
deeply rooted in the Soul of man,than that of Schiſm; 
From which, I pray God, by the Power of this Grace, 
to Preſerve me, and Reform you, through #eſus Chriff 
our Lord; to whoſe ProteQion I commit you,and reſt, 


Tour mol Aﬀettronate Confin, 
Saumnr: | 
May 7. 1674- 


And humble Servant. 
FINES. 
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